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Efore I come to the SubjeQ in hand, I muſt take leave juſt ro mention what 
others have already offered rowards that important Aitair of raiſing a 
ſufficient ſupply for the War. 

There is one Propoſal publiſhed by a Divine of the Church of Ex2/and, 
That all Intereſt of Money upon Bonds be Taxed a 34. part, becauſe Uferers 
getting large profits by Money, are belt able ro ſpare it. Burt he does nor con- 
{1der the ill conſequence of ſuch an AQ, for all Creditors will ſoon be calling in 
their Money, unleſs the neceſſitous Borrower will comply to pay the Tax, and 
!o the weight will be thrown upon the weakeit ſhoulders: Or if the Creditor is 
paid according to his demand, he will ( rather than run hazards for z or 4 per 
Cert. profit ) tranſmit his Stock to the Bank of Amſterdam, which will lye art }. 
per Cent. and in no hazard ;. or it may be he will ſend it to Irel1z4 for 10 /. per 
Cext. on Land ſecurity, and many other ways they will find ro rob the Nation 
of their Money, and ſo I cagnot ſee but the Argument muſt fall. However, 
there is one thing mentioned by that Reverend Author which would mightily 
redound tothe good of the Nation, v4. The Regiltring of all Contradts in Buy- 
ing oO! Land, and borrowing upon Mortgage, tor this would prevent infinite 
Frauds and Lawfuits ; It would raiſe the value of Land, by making the Titles 
I | and it naturally produces a fall upon intereit, ſince all Securities 
are lov much better. 

There has alſo been in a late Pamphlet to this purpoſe much offered for a ge- 
neral Exciſe, and tho' I eſteem the Author very much, yer am not altogether of 
his Opinion, in regard of the vaſt numbers of Officers neceſſary to collect ir, 
which will not only abſorba great proportion of the Money levyed, by penſions and 
inevitable Frauds, but be a peſtilent grievance to the Subjctt, by their oficious 


and frequent Scrurinies. 
That which I would now propoſe to all men as a matter of Speculation, is 2 


method not ſubje& to thoſe Inconvencies, and yet perhaps ſufficient ro-anſwer the 
End and Deſign of all Taxes, as well as the prelent Exigence, viz. To Raiſ: a v4i/t 
Summ of Money, by oblig ins men of all aegrees to - apy og to their Abilities, and 
that with much Expedition, and little trouble in colletirg it. As thus : 

1. Let every Man counſider what his Annual Income is, /:# &> Moat, either from 
his Eſtate, or Labour, or Employment, of what kind loever it be, and then to aile!s 


himſelf in that proportion as the Parliament do afltign. As ſuppoſe a two hun- .. 


dredth Penny, where 200 /. p. an. paysgne pound, 5 /. p. a7. pays SIX-Pence, Fr. 
which will be ſo eaſie, and ſo equal, that no man can complain ; ſo extenſive to all 
degrees of men, ( that can be ſaid to call any thing their own, hereby excepting Mi- 
nors and Eleemolinaries,) that it muſt amount to a vaſt Summ ; and fo agreeable 
ro the Enzliſbh Temper, that it will hardly ſeem a burthen : tor as the Eng1ſb Genius 
is obſerved to be very intraQtible under forceable L.cvies, ſoit is very liberal in vo. 
luntary Contributions, of which this carries with it a great reſemblance, they ha- 
ving power to alleſs themſelves. | - 

2. That in all Corporations there be appointed a Receipt Office, and a!l men 
ordered to bring or ſend their Money in by a prefixed time, and take che uſual 


Acquittances. RES 
7. That all Mens Names and payments be Regittercd in Alphabetical order, 


and the Books diſpoſed in ſuch a method, rhat all that ſhall come and: have a 
mind to turn to this or that Name, may readily find it. And the Book thus ex- 
poſed ro publick view, it will have a wonderful influence upon all men to alleſs 
themlelves to the utmoit, ſince they certainly know that their Friends and Ac- 
quaintance will have a Curiolity to ſee whar they gave, and fo make a Jodgment 
of their Circumtances, (not that an can thereby judge of their Effares, but ON+ 
ly,) what F:gure they make, or would be thought to make in che Wothd. ' 
4- That if any ſhall decline or neglect to bring in chert Money in convenient 


time, they are upon due ConviQtion to be fined, a moity thercof going to the C Ong, 
an 


— 


and the reſt to he Informer. Now the Conviction Will be certain by their having 
no Name in the Book, nor any Receipt to ſhow ; and the Information will be 
very catie, for there is no man but has many obſervers, and any of theſe may 
give private intimation, that ſuch are not in the Regiſter, and receive their Re- 
ward with as much privacy. - : Ee ne 

5. That if any perſons have given juſt ſuſpicion ( being diſaffelted to the Go- 
vernment, or addicted infamouſly to Avarice) that they have not affeſſed ther- 
ſclves as they ought, they are to put an end to the Queſtion by purging them- 
ſelves by Oath, or ſuffer an arbitrary Aﬀeſsmenr, or a Fine. | 

6. That no Perſon be required to purge himſcif upon Oath, untill the laſt pay- 
ment of the Tax, and then only at the Complaint of three or four Perſons of the 
fame Pariſh ; and hereby none will be rroubled with Oaths but thole that give 
Juſt cauſe of ſuſpicion. 

7. And laſtly, Whenever the Government want a preſent ſupply of ready Mo- 
ney, that then the time of payment commence as 'oon 8s may be, and every man 
making a retroſped# computation of his laſt years Income, to bring in his propor- 
tional part to the Office appointed, within the time limited : And it the + umm fo 
raiſed be not enough, the fame method may be repeated untill the neceſſary fvmm 
be made up. 

Now $1 the whole I do not ſee how the Tax can be evaded, for all men have 
their many obſervers, that for the reward ſake will be glad ro find any man 
tardy : And all men knowing this, they cannot be ſo fooliſh ro Expoſe themſelves 
for ſo ſmall a matter as their proportion of the Tax comes to, eſpecially at this Jun- 
Aure : For the ſamc Motives that have lately cauled ſuch unheard of, chearful and 
ready payments, muſt needs produce the ſame eticQ till ; nay doubtleſs, all.men 
would part with their Al, rather than ſtarve that Caute which is-ſo fairly uſhering 
in the Halcyon days, and not only fo, but is the laſt and only Remedy we have Jetr 
us, to ſave our Necks from the curſed Toke of France. 

O0ij. The Beſt of men are but partial Judges m their own Cauſe, and if fo, 
how can we truſt bad men to afſels themlelves ? 

Anſv. Every man is the beſt Judge of what he is worth, and what he is able to 
give (which others cannot pretend to Know, and therefore unable to Judge what is 
ht) and if he wants Vertue to prompt him to make-a true Aſſeſsment on himſelf, 
we may well = ſe he has ſome degree of Pride'1n him, and wilt ſcorn to come 
behind his Neig Wars. Some will overdoc out of Oſtentation, others out of Policy 
to favour ſome delign. All will be cavtious of coming ſhort, for fear of the cou- 
tempt which will tollow a ſneaking Evaſion, much more tor fear of the Oath, 
and Penalty in cafe of Conviction. ©, 

OLj. This is an uncertain Fund to barrow Money upon, becauſe uncertain what 
it will ariſe to. 

nſw, 'Tis ſufficient to know that_it will be a great Summ, and by conſe- 
quence a great Fund to borrow upon if there were occaſion, but when a multi- 
tude of prompt payments come 1n within a limited time, 'tis as well, nay .a 
theuſand times better, for it will ſavethe Crown all that now goes for Intereſt, 
charge of ColleQing, &c. And if it be true as ſome employed in thoſe affairs do 
fay, thar one half of.che Levy 1s {pent to bring in the other, Then this method of 
Colleftiog will double the Revenue. 
And to all other ObjeQtions, if any tHe," Ifhall only {ay, it will moſt certainly 
Taiſe a vaſt ſumm of Money, with all poſſible diſpatch, without any hazard of 
Frauds, without Charge to the King, and'withour regrett of the Subje&t. It will 
be a ſure ſupply for the time aſſigned by Parliament, and will certainly drop when 
the time is expired. It will make the King happy, and the'SubjeQ ſafe ar home, 
and both Terrible abroad. It wii) .lſo enable us to overmatch our Enemies art 
their own Weapon, at their only Mrmidable Weapon, Morey ; and fo by the 
Bleſhng of Almighty God, and 4 ./zjeſties Conddtt, we ſhall reap the Benehir 
of our Prayers, 1n bringing down that ". '7e Cotoſſus of a Monarchy, and that 
Monſter. of a Man 'te a Deſpicable 


END. 


